SHAKESPEARE  AND
Dover Wilson.1 Which shows that people are on the look-out.
But no one has reported a scilens. Professor Sisson tells me that
he has kept a constant look-out, so far without effect; and so
have many other people. Especially has this been the case
since Sir John Squire gave notoriety to the argument by his
story of the poor man who made millions by noticing a scrap
of paper on which was written The rest is scilens. And it is not
only workers at MSS., but any readers of early printed books,
accurately reprinted, who may be in the quest for scilens.
Scilence, then, and silens are both exceptional spellings, but
have been found. But the combination of them both, scilens, is
so far only found in the Quarto of Henry IV, Part II and in the
'three pages'. Now, when we find a spelling so extraordinarily
rare occurring eighteen times in one play as the name of a
character, it seems only reasonable to attribute that spelling
to the author. For the spelling of the name of a character
would be less likely to be altered than ordinary words. This
I think is clear from the survival of fluctuation in the spelling
of names: White, Whyte. And a compositor is extraordinarily
unlikely to have used repeatedly so exceptional a spelling,
unless he found it in his copy. This is not mere theory.
Dr. Greg,-after a comparison of Harington's fragmentary MS.
of his translation of Orlando Furioso with the book printed from
it,2 allows that it confirms the belief cthat a number of Shake-
speare's actual spellings are preserved in the printed editions of
his plays, and consequently that unusual spellings there found
may legitimately be used to support his authorship of other
writing in which they occur5. Printers, of course, did normalize:
they favoured certain usual spellings, and for this reason the
argument is all the stronger that certain unusual spellings in
the Quartos are due to Shakespeare's practice.
Of all these unusual spellings scilens is the most striking.
Those who believe it to be by mere coincidence that it also is
found in D5s 'three pages', and, so far, nowhere else, must possess
1 One in the MS. of The Second Maiden's Tragedy (see London Mercury, xi,
187), Professor Dover Wilson writes to me that Mr. Dugdale Sykes has
pointed out to him two sdlences, in Richard II or Thomas of Woodstock, Malone
Society Reprint, 1.1460, and in The Two Merry Milk Maids, 1620, p. 3 verso.
8 An Elizabethan Printer and Ms Copy, by W. W. Greg, in The Library, Fourth
Series, iv, 1924, pp, 102-18.
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